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Pilot Project in Galaxy for Interagency Link

hanks to the excellent leadership in the

FDLRS/Calaxy, 5t Lucic County Schools

Management Information System and
District 15 DET the CHRIS svstem has moved one
step closer to becoming a true interagency, collabo-
rative, tracking and planning svstem for children,
birth to age 21 in Flonda.

IDLRS/Galaxy, in collaboration with $t. Lucie
County Schools and District 15 DEI 15 preparing
to pilot the use of CIIRIS 5.0 as a central point of
coordinated information. Ala meeting held Janu-
ary 27, 1995, key personne] represenling the three
agencies came together to complete plans for the
project.  Among the leaders present were Bill
Merryman, St. Lucic County MIS Director; Dr.
Beth Gessner, FDLRS Galaxy; Lori Shamroth-
Carver, Children’s Medical Services, and Dianne
I'rve, PreK Early Intervention Program, St. Lucie

County Schools.

Ledlow, Rick Declier, and Carolyn Mellaci.

Bill and |.ori's enthusiasim for using their agen-
cies’ electronic databases to supplement CHRIS
data 1o make a meaninglul difference in the plan-
ning and service delivery to children and their fami-
lies was contagious. Each of the 16 participants
came away feeling assured thal the linkage of the
three databases was indeed guile leasible,
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Conversion Corner
Techmical Information for CHRIE Users

All FDLRS Centers and sub-sites have been converted (o CHRIS
5.0, We arc expecting at least 4 additional sub-sites to be created
within the next 2 months.

Post Conversion Tips

Mow that vou are converted, here are a few reminders or informa-
tional tips to help vou in CHRIS 5.0,

Acronyms for the agency (st

In CHRIS 5.0, there are two new [lelds “Agencies Known™ on the
Tracking screen, and “Agencies Involved” on the Service Planning
screen.  The entries in these fields are acronyms. The acronyms
should be ercated in the Care Providers Directory.  Remember, if
you are a sub-site, all agency/provider entries (including acronyms}
musl be done from the main site, then translerred to your sub-site.

CHRIE Growp Event Wizard:

This exciting new feature assists users in linking Group Events. More
information and directions will be available inthe CHRIS 5.0 on line
help.

CHRIS Users:

Femember, yvou use a password to enter the CTIRIS system. Do not
leave the system logeed into CHREIS for extended periods of time if
¥ou are not using it.

CHRIS 5.0 Backup:

Since we only keep monthly backups of your data, it is very impor-

tant that vou backup after using the svstem. Remember, vou can

only recover data that vou have backed up. 1f vou have a tape drive,

use il I'vou do not have a tape drive, backup to disks by typing:
pkzip -exPré& archris"date” cichris3Mchris.dbsi* ®

where chris"date" is the name of the file.

DIALING FOR DATA

Now that evervone is converted to CHRIS 5.0, we will
soon start automatically dialing in to each main site once a weelt |
 toretrieve data. This process will be at night or lunch time and |

| does not require any user presence.




Exceptional Student Educa-
tion {ESE) Directors can use
CHRIS 5.0 to plan for ESE ser-
vices! School fstricr Ciride-

lines: Effeciive Utilization of

CHRIS 5.0 is currently being re-
viewed by ESE Dircctors and
FDLRS Managers. Based on
their feedbacl, the Guidelines will
be revised and standard rcports
finalized. FDLRS will be able to
produce these reports on request,
when the necessary data have al-
ready been entered in the system.
Three key tyvpes ol reports
are presented; prevalence, pro-
jcctions, and timeliness. From
these reports, ESE Directors will
be able to:
v Ligtimate how many children

District Guidelines for Standardized Reports

within the general population
need Child Find and ESE ser-
vices by county.

¥ Tdentily children who need to
be stalTed lor ESE services by
age three or kindergarten en-
trance.

v" Monitor numbers ol clialdren
turning three in the next 3, 6,
3,12, 15, and 1§ monihs or
cntering kindergarien this vear
or next year.

¥ Identify, for cach child and
overall, the tineliness of Child
Find scrvices and monitor av-
crape time lapses along the ser-
vice process.

v Tdentify children who have
been put on hold, the time
lapses, and actions needed.

The training will include:

rate Annual Report).

J1-KRI5.

coming Soon, t0 a Computer HEar Y.
On-line Report Training

From mid-April to mid-June, we will be scheduling half day on-
line training sessions for all Child Find personnel.

L. Review ol printing standard reports.
2. Generation ol reports to check if your site's data are
entered correctly, (This will assist in generating an accu-

3. Create vour own report, based on your reporting needs.
These sessions will be conducted from Miami on vour com-
puter at vour site. You must have: A computer with a working

maodem and direct phone line. Helplul: A speaker phone.

Muore information on this new experience im training will Tollow
shortly. Any questions please call Anne Hymowitz at 1-800-

T LAl RS

g TR

Each report is accompanied
by criteria for a child to be in-
cluded in the report, required el-
cmeits for the report, & statement
of purposc, a discussion of its
uses with questions to ask when
reading the report, and a place to
take notes. Feedback about us-
ing these reports would be greatly
appreciated by the Department of
Education, Bureau of Students
Services and Exceptional Educa-
tiom,

With so many demands on
the ESE Direclors, these Guide-
lines provide simple and specilic
steps to oblain the reports, ensure
oood data in the reports, and use
them effectively, Good luck and
cnjoy!

School Districts Awards

For FY [994-95, the CHRIS
Project awarded $1,300 granis to
promote CIHRIS usage with the
local LSE office. The following
districts have been selected:
Charlotte, Manatee, Martin,
Olkcechobee, Pinellas, and Taylor,




\New  Procedures for Special Requests

The CHRIS Technical Assistance Work Group
has established a procedure for making requests to
the programmers, This will help to accommodate
individual needs in the CHRIS template or in the
standard reports format.

Please observe the following procedure to
request changes in the CHRIS template or stan-
dard report, so the overall direction of the CHRIS
priorities is maintained.

Special requests for the TA Work Group
should be sent, in writing, (o Rachacl Spanjer (622
Flonda Education Cenler, Tallahassce, FL 32399 -
FAX (904) 487-2679). The Work Group meets
monthly and will prioritize special requests with
Dr. Urbano, who will assign support resources ac-

cording to priority.

If you need assistance using the report gen-
eralor to design vour own reports, contact Martha
Cromwell at FDI.RS/Springs, 1-800-533-0326.
Any issucs she cannot resolve she will direct to Dr.
Urbano for solution.

Dr. Urbano has instructed the CIIRIS Sup-
port staff to carefully consider all requests for pro-
gram changes. Any request not directly related to
current priorily activities will be forwarded to the
TA Work Group for review and prioritization. We
thank you for your patience in the conversion pro-
cess, and look forward to assisting vou in using the
system more productively as a planning tool lor
improved decision making for voung children.

IS month's approved Special Requests:

Statements added to "presenting problems”

F10 List with correspending codes:

36. Established Condition (this is also an “exception
ality™ for the birth to two population)

37. Spina Bifida

38. Genetic Syndromes

39 Ar-Risk

40. Prader Willi Syndrome

41. Premature Birth

42, Drug Exposed

43 Tuberous Sclerosis

44. Muscular Dystrophy

43, Delaved Gross Motor

46. Delayed Fine Motor

47, Cognitive Delay

48. Allergics

49 PEU

30 Juvenile Arthritis

sStatements added to "exceptionality” F10 List
with corresponding codes:

31 Trzumatic Brain Injury

52. Other Health-Impaired

33. Orthopedically-lmpaired

The above three statements Will replace Physically Impaired
foode 251, Plegse start wsing them instead of P

Mew Services, complete F10 list:

1. Head Start

. PreKindcrgarlen Disabilitics

. PreKindergarten Farly Interventions (Schools 3, 4
wr. olds}

. First Start

. Even Siart

. Migrant Cducation

. Healthy Start

 Part H

. Developmental Evaluation and Intervention

0. Chapter 1

1. CMS - Medical

2

3
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. Subsidized Child Care
3. Eastler Seals
4. LICP
[5. ARC
16, Private
17, Children and Families
15, hMental Health
19, Division of Blind Services
20 Farly Intervention (0-36 months)
21, Physical Therapy
. Ceeupational Therapy
23, Speech Therapy
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More on Definitions for Events

A list of all definitions has been disiributed a1 the last Child Find meeting. Based on vour
questions, we have provided some additional clarification.

Sereening Requested, Screening, and Sercening Final Result - These events are related and
are generally used as a “sel”. Sclecting one of these events from the Event Menu (F10 List)
provides a detailed Bvent Sereen that allows access to the other screening events related to this
“set” of screening activilies.

~ Screening Requested is the date a decision is made thai a screening will occur for an
individual child. This date is usually a date some time prior to the actual screening taking
place, but this date may also be the same date as the screening.

# Sereening is defined as the initial process by which a determination is made to ide ntify
children who may need formal evaluation and/or to identify additional services needed by
children and familics. i

# Screening Final Result is the overall decision based on the Sereening. The Screening
Final Result is either:

1. 17 the child failed the screening and is referred for an evaluation for an ESE
program or other service:

2."P7- the child passed the screening and is diverted to another t¥pe of service
because they do not need an evaluation for ESE services:

3. "A”- the child is “At Risk™ due to some set of circumstances like: mixed
screeming results, the need for re-screening, lamily considerations, ete.

Recording screening in this manner allows FDLRS Centers to track time lines across the sereening
function. There can also be more than one set of Screening events which allows for multiple
screenings or re-screenings to be recorded. Information can be included in the child’s record,
using this event, about screenings conducted by agencies other than FDLRS.

Periodic Follow-up - This event is used when there is no need at the present to continue active
involvement with a child, but there is a need 1o follow-up with this child at some point in the
future.

On-Hold - This event is onfy used when the FDLRS Child Find process needs to proceed but
is held up due to reasons outside the control of FDLRS of the School District. These reasons
mply that some resolution to the situation will oceur and the child will resume progress through
the Child Find process. If the reason for the hold-up does not appear in the I'10 list then the
child should remain cctive in the Child Find process.

o ._"-T_.,-:.;r_-;-_r? ot ]




{Definitions continned from page 5)

Inactive - Child Find will take no further actions on behalf of this child af rhis fime. This event
implies that the Child Find process has siopped and, to the best of our present knowledge, wall not
resume in the future.

| There are four broad categories of Inactive:
1. Diverted - This category means that some action has been taken on behalf of the child but the
normal Child Find process will not be completed. Within this broad calegory, there are presently
four selections:

- diverted with appropriate information

- diverted to appropriate services

- diverted based on screening results

- diverted based on evaluation results
2. Service Initiated - The child completed the Child Find process and was placed in a public school
ESE program, or another type of appropriate educational placement.
3. Withdrawn - The child has exited the Child Find process due to some circumstance beyond the
control of the process. No re-initiation of services is expecied. Presently, the three *withdrawn”™ |

reasons are:
- refused services
- drop-out
- unable Lo contact

These reasons include:

- child died
- other

- entered kindergarten
- moved out of jurisdiction

4. Closed - These reasons place the child beyond the realm of the FDLRS Child Find process.

{Gadary cantinued from page 1)

Agresments reached among
the group are:

v CHRIS 3.0 is the central point
of coordinated information.

¥ 1se the uniform releasc of in-
[ormation form recommended
by the PreK Interagency Coun-
cil.

v 1ise appropriate ANSI stan-
dards for the formal for data
exchange.

v Use CIIRIS Mover for data
exchange until ANSI standards
are implemented. Individual

sites will be responsible for

&

designing interface to the
CHRIS Mover.

Hats oft to Bill Meryman
for his keen awareness of child
and family issues and the need 1o
make data collection a meaning-
fsl activily to affect educational
and societal outcomes! His di-
rection in the design of the Infor-
mation Management System in
St. Lucie County Schools isa link
that is cssential [or the inter-
change of information across
agencies.

b
Kathy Fleming, CHRIS
FDLRS Galaxy.

us
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Rackae! Spanjer

Rachael Spanjer has joined BSSEE staffasa
Program Specialist lor Child Find on the FDLES
Technical Assistance Work Group. Rachael was
formerly Director of Exceptional Student Eduea-
tion and Special Services in Taylor Countv. Her
prior respoensibilities included the supervision of
Head Start, Early Intervention, PreK Handicapped,
and Teen Parent programs. Iler expericnce with
these programs sives her a keen awareness of is-
sues surrounding Child Vind. She is replacing Janice
Kelly, who has moved to the Oftice of Early Inter-
vention as a Part H specialist.

Rachael Spanjer and Mariha Cromwell st a Child Find
meeting in Jacksonville, Florida.

Marita Cromwel!

Martha Cromwell, Child Find Specialist, FDLRS/
Springs, is a new member ol the CHRIS Technical
Assistance Workgroup, She s filling in temporarily
on a part-time basis to assist FDLRS Centers
throughoul the stale with the implementation of
CHRIS 5.0, Martha is a "working" Child Find Spe-
cialist who has over 15 years of expericnce in the
FDLRS Network, Her center, FDLRS/Springs, has
participaled in two previous CHRIS Pilot Projects
and has been very active in ficld testing CHRIS
5.0, CHRIS 5.0 is a much more flexible program
than previous versions. However, along with flex-
iblity comes more decisions about "what to pul,
where”. Even though the system is flexible, some
consistency of data, across the FDLRS Network,
is essential so that Child Find will be able to more
accurately report what we do. Martha 1s available
tor discuss issues and questions that may anse with
regard to concepts and definitions as FDILLRS Cen-
ters begin the full utilization of CHRIS 5.0, You
can call her at 1-800-533-0326, (904) 391-4300,
or FAX (904) 591-4304.

CHRIS 7.4 Work Group

The CHEIS T.A. Work Group meets the first week of cvery month. If vou have any questions or issues

that you would like addressed, please contact:

Mary Anne Brost, Bureaw of Student Services and Exceptional Education, 1-904-488-2077.
Martha Cromwell, FOLRY Springs, 1-800-333-0326.

Anne E. Hymowile, Maifman Center for Child Development, 1-800-231-KRI5.

Janice Kelley, Office of Early fmtervention ard School Readiness, 1-904-488-6803.

Dr. Nadine Mandolang, Human Developmenr Consulting, 1-904-422-14446,

REachael Spanjer, Burear of Student Services and Exceptional Fdvoation, 1-904-488.2077,
Dr. Richard C. Urbano, Mailman Center for Child Developmeni, 1-800-23 1-KRIS.




A Guide to Setting Uy a Novell Network

These recommendations are current and valid as of 4/

/95, The computer hardware/software market is changing

almost dailv. The salest policy is to buy the most powerful configuration possible within the available funds.
4250, 88MHz or ] MAc0z, 65 MHz 4
FC e i e 90 MHz Pentium PC Penthi Uptadabie 80 MHz Pentium
Hard Drive 1358 HD TGE HD Hard Drive S40ME 1GE
Ram 16 ME =16 MB FAn at least 16MEB [=1EME
Monitor ViEA 14" [WiGA 14" Moenitor 13" SVGEA 17 SWVGA
CD ROM No No CD ROM highly recommended  |Yes
Sound Card Mo Mo Sound Card  |recommended |Yes
Tape Backup | 525 MBiTape 1 GBMape | [Tape Backup |recommended Yes - 1GB
‘Mouse MNo - Mousa fes Yes
“Modemn 19.2 28.8 {V.24) *Modem 19.2 with FAX 28.8 V.34 with FAX
*single lins high spead serial card {16550 UART) *Printer HF Lasz=iet 4 plus HP Lassret 4 plus
*muti line DIGIBOARD for multiple serial conreclions | | Soffware « | | .
“Printer HP Lasefjet 4plus  |HP Laseret 4 plus ' DOS 6.2 ar higher DOS 8.2 or higher
MS Windows 311 or M3 Windows for
Software , - {higher i|WDI1<GI‘DUpE
Morell 311 (ot higher) WS Cffice 4.2 or Word Periect Offica
*Wanderink {ta access database mmolely) “poAnywhars HOST
HIrfommix SE 4.1 {runtime) for Movell FPKAP ~

Remember: Fax us vour proposal before purchasing, You will need local Novell network support.

* fn order fo receive CHRIS support, vou will reed o provide modem access o the server and ong workstation, Twa
mrodents can shave one plhiote ine, sirce they will ot be vsed simudtancotsiy.

#¥ DPlogse note that Vou can slare a pricter oF use an Inklet printer for lndividual workstation

' HRIS
omments

Padicirc Information Sysiems
pacilmon Cenfer for Child Development [D-820]
1801 MW, 12 Avenue

mAlcrmi,

FL 3313&

sefup.
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